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[: XHOR TATION 
_ To alt who profels the Truth, 


Ter 8 come. Gol ob of Babylon, and wot to joyn wich W/ hortfel 
or unſeemly Pratfice,wor make, Marriages with Unbehevers, - 
-10hp # be 4 + ey People from every: Dai thing, that 


ad may receive = 
WV 
FRY 2h! Dear and Wel/ Beloved Friends, EE: / 
"Here is, and hath been a longtime, a great. Travail 
. and Exerciſe upon mefor the Proſperity/of: Sion, 
=. ' andthe Tranquility of. New and Heavedly Fer: 
Jikem, that ſhe may be the Praiſe of the whole Earth, and 
that her ſpiritual Government may fpread over Nations, - 
*  Kindreds, Tongues and People, where the, Whociſh 5pi+ 
rit hath ſare, which hath led People from God-inro: Bibylor; 
which is Confuſion 'ahd Diſorder. Oh, wharſhall:L ſay 
my'Soul and Spirit is grieved and paincd within me, when 
I take a view of the Numbeleſs Number of huettul. things _ - .. 
that this Spirir'hath led People into ; + But that which\;ga = _ © 
the other hs rid is'comfort-unto me; 1s, 'That the-Lord one we 
God, inhis untitterable Loving Kindack, hath 'made hear 
his holy Arm, and 'cauſed/hts glorious Light roſhine in 
the hearts of many Thouſands, which Hazh- A | 
7 0. (« c Mother of Harlots anc Abomtan 
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/ Dear Friends, That which ought to be all” our Con-- 
make us a kind of firſt Fruits-40 himſelf 1n this latter Age, . 
is, to ſee that we come clear out-of Baby/ov, that we.be not 

Partakers with her in any of her hurtfal things. which: 
have_been. brought in in the Midnight of Darkaeſs and 
Popery : The Cry is now, which Johx heard many Yeats - 
ago, Come ou? of her my People, partake wit of her. ſins, leſ 

ye-alſo partake & her Plagues, for ffrong is the Lard that judzerh + 
hex, . Now, dear Friends, her Worſhip-in all her fineft- 
Dreſſes and'Narnes;/ander whar Profe(hon ſoever}youthat 


are-come -{almoft;," inthe leaft-meaſure) to believe-in the - 


bleſſed Light, I doubt norbut you ſee over it, and cannot - 
joyn with them-1n it ; ;yet bear with me a little, there may - 
be ſome things tht ſome may ſtick in, or not{o clearly ſee - 
over, as they ſhauld or-might do,if they well minded the : 
Light." Weread of fome of old chat had much good in'them | 
yet wasſhortin fome things; - ſome in all Ages ſaw before-- 
others.in fome things for-a time ; , but. thoſe. which were 
truly faithful 'to.what they did know, .not regarding the-: 
friendſhip.of the. World, noryet their frowns.1n that caſe, 
had.their.underftandings more ang tnore opened,and: were - 
made in{ttumenral to convinceand to- ſtrengthen and-con» - 
firm others. . So,- all-dear Friends, dwell in-the Light that 


you may clearly fee every litcle ching-thatis tobe denyed,'. 
 andithe rendency. of every Spirit, Practice.or Cuſtom that - 


may be hurtfubeither1nour day, or49 ſucceeding Genera» - 
tions: Chtift rald his Difciples, zhas they were 45 4 City {& 


_ s Hill which could mt . be hid,” and t he Salt of thetEarth ; 


he Salt'is ro feafon that which other wiſe; would beunſa- - 
voury«- Ob! the Lord thelp-all his Peoplewell and-truly - 
to-conſider his weighty thing, is. all, dur-cammerce with 
all ſocrs of Þ copls, thar Gods pure witneſs may be reached, | 
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and Ser FapRearange of Evil bora Teſtimony axziaf for. 
the Lard is absut'to make a clear eperation, he will not 


bear much longer, as he hath done inthe rimeof Ignorance. 


Therefore let us. alt ſee that we do fiot uphold or counte- 
nanceany vain Cuſtom or Praftice that hath been brought 
vp in the dark Night of Apoltacy, or that may be of an 
evil tendency, but rather let us dwell alone in tho't things: 


What if webe not reckoned among the Nations, as it was 


rophefied of old? and the Prophet T/azah ſaid (ſpeakir 
the Golpel times) Depart Ze, ; wer 7s F ye out, (NAY pos 
wnclean thing,” be ye Clean, that bear the Veſſels of the Lord, 
I/a. 52. An1'the Apoſtle ſaid, Be ye /eperated, ſaith the 
Lord, and touch nat the unclean Thing, and I will recerve you, 


and I willbe a Father unto you, and ye ſhall be my Sons and. 


Danghters, ſaith the Lord God Almighty: Theſe are precious 


Promiſes : : What. if. we be {ighed by the World, becauſe 


- 
. 


we cannot joyn withthern inany excels of Riot or evil 


Cuſtom ?” The Apoſtle faid, The Friendſhip of this World 


is Exmity with God; andhath not God put Enmity berween 
the two Seeds? how then can they have afinity INT | 


(though tiere may be commerce is things civil) Let this 


be well minded in all our Marriages ; the Apoſtle ſaid, Be. 
mot unequally yoked together wich Unbelievers, for: what fellows - 


faip hath Righteouſn ff vith Unrighteouſneſs ?* and what CO - 


munion hath Light with Darkneſs ? or what Concord hath: 
Chriit with Belial? 'or what part Hath he that believerh 
with an Infidel ? Foſh4 (aid to. [/rael of old, If 1e de im - 


Any wiſe g0 back and cleave unto the Remn tat of the { Navin * | 
and (hl mike. Mirriages with them, they ſhall be Snares and. 


Traps "unto. you, and Scourges in your ſides, and Thorns in your. 


Eyes, until you eriſh from off the ggod Lind : - And. did bot. 


o 


thiscomezo paſs? and liad nat we need to have great Cary, - 
 ip.this macrer? Trijly 1 ſfe rather mote nee9thers ang Ng 
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8s 'had in our Native Land ; for many cometo-our Meetings, 
385 .and will get a Friend by the hand, that know lutle of 
-W$ Fwd, eir hearts, Therefore it concerns our Monthly 

_ 7 Rb Meetings to iafpeQt well into this matter, that we may not 
T4 | become a mixt People, leſt rhe Lurd be angry and ſpue us 
> out ; but hope better of moſt.  A5v4ham commanded his 
[ RY Servaiit, That he (ſhould not take a Wife for his Son Ilaac of 
LM the Dughters of the Canaanites, but of his Kjndred, .and the 
$8 like charge 7/asc gave to Jacob ; but afterward Marriages 
8x with outward Kindred was t.r>idden, and they weie to 
ku marry with' them of the ſame Scciety, or with ſuch as 
$r3 kept the Ordinances of God; and dothriot our Sociery ſtand 
E-\ in that which is heavenly and ſpiritual, w hich way becalſ'd 
"I a {piri:ual Kindred, with wv hom we may 1a the fear of God 
F: joyn in Marriage. Marriage i honourable in all, where the 
Bog --Bed 4 undefiled, but Whoremongers and Adulterers God will 
3 Jadge, Andifany unclean or haſty Marriage happen, when 


* a man or woman doth nor ſtay a convenient time after the 
Fo s deccaſc of the Husband or Wife, Friens ſhould ſhow their 
Th * _ diflike, and not countenance them art all, that we may be 
WIE _ Witneſſes for our God againſt all Unrighteguſneſs both of 

ws! Fleſh and Spirit : Kyow ye. ot that the Stints ſhall judge the 


Y Werld, butif we joyn withany uncomly AQtion, they will 
- judge us. And take heed of too much obſerving that Cu- 
f Kom of making great Feaſts ar Weddings, or of joyning 
be with.the. Warld rherein, but let all wait to be guided in 
We _  , GodsWiſdom,thatſo all chings may be done to kith6dour ; 
{ $30 for Marriage'ts a, weighty thing, and ought-ro be ſolemnly 
(EF iognel in. the fear of Gd, and not in Revelling and 
th Lightnelſs, as many of the World have done, ufing thoſe 


immodelt Actions of taking the Brides Garters and Shoe. 


ftrings, and ſhewing of folly in getting them ro Bed. Oh ! 


| ; # {et nor theſerhings, or any other unſeemly Aftionor Word: 


BG 
' be once mentioned amongſt any that profeſs the Truth of 
God; andlet ail Friends take heed of making, or joyning 
with them that do make appointed Fealts {ome {tnall time 
after a Child ;s born; for I, with many of the Lords People 
have ſeen much evil therein, and been conſtrained to bear 
our Teſtimony againlt it ; yet let all beware of Cuvecoul- 
neſs in that and all othcr things, providing things honeſt 
in the ſight ot all men. The Apoſtie Pau fard, Whatſoever 
things are true, ju, honeſt, pure, lovely, and of good report ; + 
of there be any Virtue, think on theſe things, Fricnas, thele 
things ſhould be mindeJ m our Marriages, Births and Bu- 
rials, that all may be in a comly follid order, out of all 
Extreams, and ſo we ſhall overcome evil with good, and 
leave a good pattern to our Poſterity. 
There is one thing more, w hich for the ſake of our - 
'Youth, and fome others, I cannot well omit, without gi- " 
ving a hint of it, and that is about obſerving the time call'd 
Chr:ftmaſi, which the falſe C hriftians ſer up, as they did 
many other days, call'd, Seixts dayes, which the Lord hath n 
laid a holy conſtraint upon his People to bear their Tefti- 
_—_ againſt, tho* ſome have not been ſo clear as they 
ſhould have been therein. Now Friends, this is that which 9 
God by his Light and Spirit hath opened in my Heart mae n 
ny years ago, TI hat when they had ina great meaſvre loſt 
the Saints Life and Chrifts Day within them, then in the 
darkneſs they ſet up Saints Days and Chrift's Day (as they 
Call it) without them, about which time there is more 
Wickedneſs aQted than at other times: 1 could ſay much 
about that, and many other things which have been ſet rip 
in the Night of Darkneſs; but theſe things were of weight "1 
upon me, and this is the ſence which God hath given me, © 
1 hat none who profeſs the Truth ſhould make any ſhew | 
of obſerving thele Times, "_ in Apparel or Provilion, 
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er going a viſiting,or negleQting their uſualBuſineſs becauſe - 
its thac time. But ſome may obieR, and ſay, We have known 


| ſome Friends appoint Meetings on that day, and about that time. 


I 4njw. Tus, but for what end? has it been to obſerve 
the Time? Noſuch matter, but ro caich People when they 
were idle, andto labour to bring them from the oblerva- 
tion of days without in Vanity,& to bring them to the Day 
of Chriſt within, that they might walkin the Light of it,. 
and be ſaved from their ſins. 

Dear Friends, Theſe things are written in the true Love: 
of God, and without Reflection upon any particular, but 
for eaſing my ſelf of what for ſome time hath lain upon me. . 
It was my deſign at firſt writing that it ſhould .be read in: 
Monthly and Quarterly Meetings, but that I ſhall leave to- 
the judgment of Prierds to do as they [ce mzet: I hope it- 
will not be hurtful in any Meetings. hogs 5 

Written the 25th of the iſt Month, 1691. By your Tra-- 

vsling Brother, 4 John Wilsford.” RO 


POSTSCRIPT. 

' There is another thing comes afreſh upon me, which I: 
cannot well omit, which is this, It ſcemeth an uncomly. 
thing, and*ſheweth too little love te the former Wife or 
Husband foreither Min or Woman to beconcern'd or keep - 
company.with any in the way of Marriage too ſoon after- 
the former Wife or Husband ke dead, tho” they may ſtay a 
year before they Marry, .yetit they keep company, or be 
too ſoon concerned on the account of Marriage, it is not of 
good {avour;.and all who profels the rut; of God ſhou'd | 
be good Examples to them thatare withour, thar they ſee--, 
ing our ſober ſolid godly: converſation, coupled with fears. 
may have cauſe to gloritie God on our behalt, m the day of : 
their. Valuation. 'N W... 
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Ml ſhort Teſtimony for the good Order of Truth, as it is efta- 
bliſh:4 and praftifed amongſt the People, called, Quakers, 
ſhewing how by degrees the Lord in his love Ted us into it : 
Written partly for the opening the Underſtanding of the weak 


————— CI 


Dear Friends and People ; 
\ / Hen firſt the Lord Almighty caſt his Eye of Pity 


towards us, we Were a poor People, ſcattered 
upon the barren Mountains and partched Hearhs, where 
ſome of us wandered trom Mountain to Hill, from one Prou- 
feſhon to another, ſecking the living amongit the dead, 
bur found him not there, for he was riſen; aad our Reft 
that we had, ſome inone Protefſion, and ſome in'another, 
was polluted, and we were troubled, being as Sheep with- 


out a Shepherd, and then wecryed unto the Lord, and 


ſoughr ſecret places to pour our our ſouls before him, as 
well as we could, crying for the holy guiding: of his pure 
Spirit; for we were ata loſs, and knew no but:om ro {tand 
4up0n. Then in this day of Diltreſs, (which was more 
than my Tongue can declare) did the Lord in his unurtter- 
able loving-kindneſs open his way unto us, and ſhewed us 
thar werſhauld wait in his Lyzht and Spirit within us, fr 
that wh:ch was to be na vn of God, was min feft within; and 
then we durit not give our own mcaniagsto the Scriptut es 
or other Writings of holy men, but came to know a cime 
of t-ue filence, for which my Soul hath great eauſeto proiſe 
the Lord; for the Lord ſnewed mes and many more that 
we mult wait upon him out of our own T-oghts, Image 
nations or Conceivings, and theg was Judgieur laid r0 


B 2 the 


and honelt hearted, and for convincing of Oppoſers ant 


A J x 
= * === 
Y = + 
Be 
» 
«i. £ 
i 
$4 
a 
A þ - 
& & . 
- &, 
», 4 
b p - 
"FT . x 
b 
: 
—_ p 
"TP - 
37> 
2 # 
l = 
\ 4 
= 
: k 
F- 
4 2 
» 3 
- Evi 4 
>.% 1 
> 
V 
: . 
F - 
z0 "*%: pF 
* 
. pe 
4 
> a 
+ ox 


(8) 
the Line, and Righteouſneſs to the Plummet, and our fins - 
were ſet in order before us, and there was no help nor 
ſtrength left in us, of our ſelves we could do nothing, but 
lie down under the Jndgmentsof che-Lurd. and abide the 
day of his coming, uatii Judgment was brought torth unca 
Victory, and che Lord was pleaſed toreveal his own Righs - 
teouineſs, and overihadow. us with his Loving-kindnels, 
and cauſe us to drink of the itill Waters of $2:/0, which 
cauſed our hearts to be glad, being overcome with his love, 
and then we ſaid, O Lord | ſhew us more and more what 
thou would{t have us to do; : tor thou hatt won our hearts, 
and overcome our Souls, and we are given up to do thy 
Will, whatever it coſt us. And as we concinued watting | 
upon him in his Light and Spirit, our Uaderſtandings were 
more and more opened, and our number encreaſed ; The 
Net was caſt into the Sea, and gathered of every kind ; for 
the Lord made Fiſhers of men; and then he ſhewed us that 
there was necd of Diſcipline and Order amongſt us touchs - 
ing Marriage, and many other things, and that if any ef 
fended, they might be dealt with, as Chriſt taught in the 
x 8th chap. of Matthew, and as Paul laid, wirn them thatare 
wnruly, and further, Me command you, Brethren, with-draw 
your ſelves from every Brother that walketh Diforatrly; yet it - 
was the.mind ot Chriſt, and the Apoſtle, that.if a man 
was overtaken with a faulr,thoſe that were ſpiritual ſhould 
labour.to reſtore him in the Spirit of M=ckneſs.; and that 
thoſe that oppoſe themſelves ſhould be inſtrufted, that if 
God peradventu-e would give them Repentance, .to the 
acknowledging che Truth. . And as we continued waiting 
upon-the Lord,-. he -leq: us. by degrees, according to our 
meaſures, into this way;and method ; and we have labours - 
ed toinſtruft, adviſe and counſel one another ; and though 
there be diverſitics of Gitts.and Operations, yet. its by the 

| | | ſame 
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fame Spirit that worketh 1 in all, to.the edifying of the- 
Body, of which Chriſt is the Head; to the end che:e be no 
Schilm, but true Unity and Harmony among{t the Mcm- 
bers; for indeed one Mz:mber cannot ſuifer alone, 1t 15 the 
nature of the Bolly, if any M:mber be out of joynt, to en- 
deavour to bring it in again ; but if, it cannot be gotten 
in, but becomes purrified, and in danger of hurting or 
ſpoiling the » hole Body, the skilfulChyrurgeon will adviſe 
to cut 1t.0f, rather 'than the whole Body ſhould periſh, 
tho? this is nor delightful to the true Body, but ſorrow and 
pain to lole a Member, and its ſeldom done untill all the 
Friends of the Moanerhly or Quarterly Meeting whereto 
ſuch an Oender belongs, be clear of tim ; | for its the la- 
þour, care and dcfire of Friends, that if any - profeiſing 
Truth, ſhould be overtaken with a fault, by which Truth 
may ſuffer, that they may ſee it, and repent, and clear. 
Truth themſelves. And let.not any.think it to be a light. 
thing to be {0 ſtubborn and tebellious, as to cauſe the Body 
or Charch of Chritt to diſown them, though che Papsts - 
have aſſumed to themſelves, for filthy Lucres ſake, that 
Power w hich Gcd never gave them, yer there is much 
in Chrifts words,  ( who never {poke unadviſedly ) 
where he laich ſpeakingof O Fenders) IF he neglett to hear 
the Church, let him be unto thee as « H athen man, or a Publi- 
caw ; verily, I [xy anto you, whatſoever ve ſhill bind on Earth, 
ſpall be bound in Heaven, ' and whaiſoever ye ſhall loſe, on 
Earth ſhall be laoſed in Heaven : Azain, I [a».unto you, that... 

if two of 'you (bill agree on Earth touching any thiag that they 

ſhall ask, it hall be done' for them of my Father which is in 
* H-wen, for where t0 or three are gathered together in my, 
N wne, there al 12 the midſt of the. "1 Thele are weighty | 
Sayings 'of our Lofd Teſus Chriſt,: and; onght. to be well . 
conlidered on all hands. . Was it ever known; that any ; 


| * Mcmber 


"Me 
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Member proſpered, being ſeperated from the living Body 
whereunto it did belong, | | 

 Andas touching Marriage, it hath been Friends advice, 
and a neceſſity hath been fcen for it, that all who profeſs 
the ſame Truth with us, ſhould pr b'iſh their Intentions of | 
it, according to the Law of thele Proyinces; - yet acgor» : 
ding to the lenceand underitanding that God by. his vpirit 
hath given me, with many Brethren, all rhat profeſs the 
{ame Truth with us; ought frſt to pablith it ro F.iends, 
as aboveſaid, and have their advice and unity in their pros 
ceedings. And all. that frequent our Month!y and Quars: 
terly Meetings, ſhould have in ſome meaſure che ſence & 
concern of Truth upon them, and nor come as cvil Spies * 
to wrelt Friends words, and carry Talesabout; it any do 
ſo, they are more ,like Enemies thaa Frieads in that 
Su err HEIRS * by 


mn And all deer Friends, Who have the. Concerns of Truth 
| and the care of the Church upon vou, wait to feel the 
living Power of God in all your Gatherings, and the 
mind of the Spirit, that all things. may Fe done. in the 
Wiſdom of God, whichis from above, which is.-pure and 
peaceable, and eaſie ro be entreated to every good thing, 
And all, both Male and Female, wait to know your ſeveral 
Services in the Church of Chriſt; for the Body is not ons 
"128 Member, but many, and the Eye cannot ſay tothe Hand, 
7" I have no' need of thee, nor the Head to the Feet, I have 
38 . no need of thee; bur every Member hath its proper 
Service ; Though the Man is not without theWoman, 
nor the Woman withour the Man. in t'1e Lard, yer they 
have their 'particular' Service in the ouirward Pamily, fo 
in the ſpiritnal Family or Church of Chriſt ; Let ther 
that Read Underſtand ; ' does not the good Woman take. 
care that nothing be lacking ia the Family ? andare not a 
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pood Men one with hen in it? Oh dearly Beloved 

riends! my Soul loves you, and I defire that all may 
feel the Unicy of the Spirir, which is the Bond of true. 
and laſting Peace. The Devil is labouring to make Di- 
viſions all the World over, and can we expeCt to be 
free from his Temptations? 'Ther:fore we liad need 
Watch and Pray that we may be delivered from Evil, * 
that we all may be as Jively Stones built up, a Spiritual 
| Houſe to offer Spiritual Sacrifices acceptable to God, by 
Teſus Chriſt, that we may ſhew forth the Praiſe of him 
who hath called us out of Darkneſs into his marvelous 
Light, Which is the earneſt Defire and fervent Prayer 
of your Friend (whoat the cloſe of this Epiſtle is filled 
with the Love of God to all his Flock.) 


Written, the ath of the 2d Fohn Wi Isfor 4 


Moneth, 1691. 


Let one of theſe be kept in each Quarterly. 
Mecting - Book, | 


THE END. 
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